31/09
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE TILNEY ST LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 7th DECEMBER 2009 

167/09

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

168/09
PRESENT Councillors Mr B Ayres (Chairman), Mr D Jones (Vice Chairman), Mrs E Jones, Mr R Jaggers, Mr P Cullen, Mrs C Ayres, Mr C Mills, Mr R Whitear, Mr D Appleby, Mr J Day and the Clerk Mrs M Sawyer. 
169/09
APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillors Mr R Savage, Mrs L Fraser and Mr A Sapey.    The Chairman asked for a minute of silence in memory of the late Councillor Brian Twidle who had died following a long illness.
170/09
COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA ACCORDING TO THE PARISH COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 2001.

None declared.

171/09

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd November 2009 had previously been distributed to all Councillors. Copies for public perusal were made available at the village post office and on the parish website. They were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.  
172/09

THE CRIME & DISORDER ACT S17 AND OTHER POLICE MATTERS 

There was no police officer present.

Safer Neighbourhoods and CAG Meetings

Councillor D Jones reminded Members that the next CAG meeting would be in Tilney St Lawrence Village Hall on 18th December 2009.   He urged Members to attend. 

173/09

CHAIRMAN’S CORRESPONDENCE

None received.

174/09

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE



The following Items were dealt with at the Meeting:
1 Empowering Parish Councils.  A copy of a letter from the Local Works Organisation regarding the Bill to amend the Sustainable Communities Act had previously been distributed to all members.    The Clerk explained the purpose of the letter was to encourage as many people as possible to write to the seven MP’s who had been selected to introduce a piece of legislate to persuade one or all of them to adopt the Bill.     The Clerk was asked to copy a letter to each of the MP’s named in the letter.

2 The Mayor’s Civic Award for Voluntary Service – Nomination papers given to the Chairman as he wished to nominate a parishioner for the Award.

3 War Memorials   A letter from the Ministry of Justice was circulated.  The purpose of the letter was to remind parish councils of their responsibility to maintain and preserve war memorials under the ‘The War Memorials (Local Authorities’ Powers) Act 1923 and Planning Policy Statement 15 on Planning and the Historic Environment. 

4 The following documents are in circulation:

· Sports Development update
· SLCC newsletter
· Clerks & Councils Direct Issue 66
· The Clerk issue 41
· Norfolk Gritting Routes for winter 2009/2010
· Advertising Literature
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175/09
FINANCIAL MATTERS


a      The following cash was received and banked since the last meeting:

· Mr R Savage – agricultural land rent for 1st half year including drainage    rates - £312.63


b      The following invoices were approved for payment:

i) CGM Ltd – churchyard maintenance half year costs - £744.63

ii) SLCC annual subscription - £47.50

iii) Mrs M Sawyer - salary & expenses for November 2009 - £354.11.  

c
The following Standing Orders & Direct Debits previously approved, were noted: 

i) E.On – footway lights unmetered supply October 2009 - £121.06 per month

ii) MHB Services Ltd – footway lights maintenance contract – November & December 2009 - £117.20 per month. 



d
Finance Committee

Due to confusion over the date for the proposed meeting of the committee there was nothing to report.  A date will be agreed for later in December.   Councillor D Appleby asked members to let him what, if anything, they would like the council to do in the next financial year.
176/09

PLANNING MATTERS 

1 Planning Applications discussed and Determined since the last Meeting:

09/01854/F – 15 and 11 School Road – retrospective application for alterations and extension – Mr & Mrs Dennis.  Application not supported on the grounds that the alterations already carried out had seriously altered the street scene and served to detract rather than enhance.
2 The following decisions by the Planning Authority on Applications Previously Dealt with were noted:

i)
09/01362/F - Quaker Farm, High Road, Tilney cum Islington – H E Kitchen & Sons – siting of mobile home for agricultural worker – permission granted.

iii) 09/01581/F -  89 Magdalen Road – extension to existing dwelling – Mr Read – permission granted.
3 Proposed Changes to the Planning Scheme of Delegation

All members had previously received a copy of the proposals.  After discussion it was decided to respond stating that the parish council did not support the changes that appeared to be removing the parish council’s rights to be heard on controversial matters.  Members also wished to know what right of appeal was to be put in place should a parish council not agree with the Officers’ decisions.

177/09  
HIGHWAY MATTERS
Council received a report that all matters previously reported have been passed to the appropriate authority.

Road Closure

Members received a report that the C4 School Road will be closed as a through route from 4th January 2010 for approximately 16 weeks whilst the Forty Foot Engine No 2 Bridge is strengthened.  A marked diversion will be in place.

Village name sign

Members received a report that the name sign was now back in place on the Church Road fly-over.

Speeding vehicles

It was reported that the speed of a lorry from a local company had been monitored as it travelled along Church Road from the flyover into the village.  Speeds between 50 and 60 mph had been recorded.   The police will be advised and asked to carry out more random checks on Church Road and also School Road. 

Tilney-cum-Islington

It was reported that the hedge at the junction of High Road and The Avenue had been cut back but the Give Way sign that had been hidden from the hedge was unlit.  Highways to be advised.
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177/09  
HIGHWAY MATTERS(contd)

School Road

Overgrown hedge near the caravan site encroaching onto the highway.  The address to be checked and passed to the Clerk who will communicate with the landowner.

Magdalen Road

Weight restriction sign opposite The Buck PH unlit.    To be reported.   The sign the other side of the road is still day-burning.   

178/09

REPORTS

School Governor

Members were advised that a new Head Teacher was to be appointed.

Village Committee

A short report was received.

179/09
 
FOOTWAY LIGHTING MATTERS

· Outages – Lights on columns 9047 and 9062 reported out.

180/09

AGRICULTURAL LAND

A piece of rough land off New Road was mentioned as possible allotment land.  Enquiries to be made to identify the owner.

181/09

PLAYING FIELD

Members were asked to consider the terms of a new contract for grounds maintenance for the 2010 season and beyond submitted by NORSE Commercial Services.  Total contract cost for the year would amount to £1747.91, that is £67.21 more than at present.  It was proposed and agreed unanimously to take up the offer of a five-year contract to ensure that prices rose no more than the rate of inflation.   The contract was signed by the Chairman.

182/09 
CASUAL VACANCY

Members received a report that the casual vacancy caused by the death of Councillor B Twidle had been notified to the Returning Officer.  Notices advertising the vacancy had been placed around the parish but it would not be known until after 15th December if an election had been called for.    The Clerk reported that an application to fill the vacancy had been received from a resident of the Ward.

183/09

CONSULTATION PAPERS



The following Consultation Documents are in circulation:

· Procedures for Dealing with Notifications of Complaints against Councillors – The Clerk reported that the Borough Solicitor had been asked to clarify Policies 2 and 7.   No clarification had been received just the response that the council’s comments would be placed before the Standards Committee in due course.

184/09

PROVISION OF A COMMUNITY INFORMATION POINT



Discussion on this matter was deferred until the next meeting.

185/19

ADOPTION OF A FORMAL COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

Discussion of this matter was deferred until the next meeting to permit time for research to be carried out.

186/09

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, was confirmed as Monday 4th January 2010 commencing at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

There being no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

CHAIRMAN






               Dated 4th January 2010

