04/08
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE TILNEY ST LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2008

018/08
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.   
019/08
PRESENT Councillors Mr B Ayres (Chairman), Mr D Jones (Vice Chairman), Mrs C Ayres, Mr R Savage, Mr C Mills, R Jaggers, Mrs E Jones, Mr D Appleby, Mr A Sapey, Mr P Cullen, Mr R Whitear, Mr J Day the Clerk Mrs M Sawyer. 

020/08
APOLOGIES for absence due to ill health were received from Councillors Mr B Twidle and Mrs L Frazer. 

021/08
The Chairman and Councillors welcomed the two new councillors who were elected at the bye-election on 10th January 2008.   ‘Acceptance of Office’ declarations were signed and witnessed and each of the new councillors handed to the Clerk a completed Register of Interests.  The Clerk explained that a copy must be sent to the Borough Monitoring Officer.

022/08
COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA ACCORDING TO THE PARISH COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 2001.

No declarations received.

023/08
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th January 2008 had previously been distributed to all councillors. Copies for public perusal were made available at the village post office and on the parish website. They were taken as read and after correcting a typing error in Minute 010/08 were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

024/08
THE CRIME & DISORDER ACT S17 AND OTHER POLICE MATTERS 


Councillor D Jones, the S17 representative, gave a brief report on matters raised at the last CAG meeting.

Norfolk Police Authority Budget Consultation 

Councillor D Jones informed members that Norfolk Police Funding had been the subject of a House of Commons debate due to the travel costs involved in policing such a vast county.

025/08
CHAIRMAN’S CORRESPONDENCE & MEMBERS’ MATTERS



The following Item was dealt with at the Meeting:

1. Emergency Planning – a letter from a resident regarding parish emergency plans was read out.   As Councillor D Jones had prior knowledge of this letter he had made enquiries of the Borough Council about existing arrangements.  As a result the Emergency Planning Officer had offered to attend a future parish council meeting to speak to councillors.  Members considered it would be worthwhile to learn more about this topic and Councillor Jones was asked to make the necessary arrangements.

2. Licensed premises – revised notification received of change of Licensee at The Coach & Horses.   No action needed.

3. District Audit – Notification from The Audit Commission that, commencing with the 2007/2008 accounts, a company of accountants known as Mazars LLP had been appointed External Auditor for the parish.

4. Post Office Closures – members were informed that there was to be an open public meeting at NRCC offices on 26th March 2008, to discuss proposed closures.

The Following Items are in circulation:
1. Standards Committee Reports

2. NRCC Signpost for  January 2008

3. Information on library events
4. Health Information.
5. Crime statistics for January 2008
05/08
Minutes 6th February 2008
026/08
FINANCIAL MATTERS


a
Statement of Account

Members were advised that the balance of all accounts at 6th February 2008 was £10208.69.   Bank statements were available for inspection.



b
The following invoices were approved for payment:
i) Paid to Parish Plan Committee - £63.15
ii) Audit Commission – Audit fees 2006/2007 - £158.63
iii) BCKLWN – waste disposal – dog bins - £49.03
iv) Councillor B Ayres -  travel costs – Brickyards Land Solicitor - £17.20
c
The following standing order was approved:

i) MHB Services Ltd – footway lights maintenance contract for February 2008 - £119.74 per month

ii) PWLB – loan repayment - £1801.17

d
Financial Accounts 2006/2007

Council received a report that the Accounts had now been returned by District Audit with all regulations met.  The Clerk explained that the Statement of Assurance had now to be published.  Notices will be placed on parish notice boards and on the parish council website.  
027/08
PLANNING MATTERS
1 
The following planning applications were dealt with at the meeting:
i) 08/00089/O – Gravel Bank Kennels – outline application – Housing – Mr G Hotchkiss.  In view of the complexity of this application members expressed the wish that it be dealt with by the Development Control Board of the Borough Council.

ii) 08/00148/F – The Conifers, New Road – two storey extension to dwelling – Mr D Titmus.  Application not supported as in council’s view the extension is of too great a mass and is not subservient to the main building.

iii) 08/00173/CU – Eastfield Farm, Chapel Road, Tilney Fen End – change of use of transport workshop & storage building to single residential dwelling.  Application supported.

2
The following Planning Department decisions on applications previously dealt with were noted:

i) 07/02422/F – 117 Spice Chase – two storey extension to dwelling – Mr J Ward – permission granted.

3
It was noted that the following application had been withdrawn:

07/02524/F – 37 School Road -  construction of self-contained annex for private residential use.

028/08  
HIGHWAY MATTERS
Council received a report that all matters previously reported have been passed to the Highways Department. 

New matters reported:

· Near Bagges Row – road warning sign and railings gone.
· Nr Salgate Barn – rubbish dumped on verge
· High Road Islington – the Chairman to check weight restriction signs in view of reports of many HGV lorries using the road.
· Church Road -  hedge near Clough Bridge overgrown.  Chairman to deal with.

029/08
REPORTS



Footpaths/Trees Officer

Footpath Number 1 – reported that there is a sewage seepage from a manhole cover at the Church Road end.

School Governor

Council received a report on proposed changes to the format of Board of Governors. 

Village Committee 

On behalf of the Committee, the representative member thanked the council for agreeing to pay for CCTV to be installed.  Members received a progress report on the installation of various security measures.

Parish Plan Presentation

Members were advised that the questionnaire is with the printer.

06/08
Minutes 6th February 2008

030/08
 FOOTWAY LIGHTING MATTERS

· Outages 

The following lights were reported as faulty:

School Road – numbers 5 and 6

Church Road – number 33

High Road – number 58

· It was reported that the replacement lantern on the column opposite Westfields was a considerable improvement.   It was agreed to keep the lantern that would incur a charge as it was not covered by the maintenance contract.

031/08
OLD BRICKYARDS LAND 



Right of Way

The Chairman reported that he and the Vice Chairman had visited the council’s solicitor as arranged.  He reported that the meeting had been fruitful and agreement had been reached that the DOT would purchase the land in question and  grant a right of way to each interested party.   Transfer documents are being prepared by the solicitor.

032/08
CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS
The following document is in circulation:

Consultation on Orders and Regulations Relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members.  In view of the timescale councillors were asked to make any comments directly to the Department for Communities and Local Government.

033/08
RESTORATION OF VILLAGE SIGN 

After discussing the condition of the sign it was reluctantly agreed that restoration was not practical.  It was, therefore, decided to seek quotations for a new sign made in a resin material.

034/08
DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 5th March 2008 commencing at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

There being no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

CHAIRMAN







Dated 5th March 2008

