01/10
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE TILNEY ST LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 4th JANUARY 2010 

001/10

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

002/10
PRESENT Councillors Mr B Ayres (Chairman), Mr D Jones (Vice Chairman), Mrs E Jones, Mr P Cullen, Mrs C Ayres, Mr C Mills, Mr D Appleby, Mr J Day, Mr A Sapey, Mr R Savage and the Clerk Mrs M Sawyer. 
003/10
APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L Fraser, Mr R Jaggers and Mr R Whitear. 

004/10
COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA ACCORDING TO THE PARISH COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 2001.

None declared.

005/10

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th December 2009 had previously been distributed to all Councillors. Copies for public perusal were made available at the village post office and on the parish website. After making an amendment to Minute 175/09/d, to correct a typing error, they were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.  
006/10

THE CRIME & DISORDER ACT S17 AND OTHER POLICE MATTERS 

There was no police officer present.

Safer Neighbourhoods and CAG Meetings

Councillor D Jones reported that the meeting planned for 18th December 2009 had been cancelled due to weather conditions and rescheduled for 22nd January 2010 in the village hall.  He urged members to attend.

Police Authority Open Meeting to Discuss Budget

Details of the meeting at Wymondham on the evening of Thursday 21st January 2010 were circulated.  It is doubtful if anyone will be able to attend.  A copy of a leaflet itemising the Budget Options had previously been distributed to each member.

007/10

CHAIRMAN’S CORRESPONDENCE

Village Name Sign

The Chairman reported that he had received information via Terrington St John Parish Council that a new village name sign erected near Fen End Post Office was in fact meant to replaced the damaged sign at Tilney Fen End.  The Clerk will notify ‘Highways’ and ask them to re-locate it at the School Road/Chapel Road junction.

008/10

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE



The following Items were dealt with at the Meeting:
1 Faster Broadband Campaign. – Promotional material urging public support of the campaign was circulated.   The Clerk reported that posters have already been displayed on village notice boards.

2 Norfolk Knowledge – Norfolk Knowledge, a voluntary organisation providing ‘mentors’ to people starting up in business, wrote asking for contact details of the Parish Magazine so that they might advertise themselves.  It was confirmed that at present the magazine is suspended until a new Editor is found.  The letter will be kept on file to be answered at some time in the future.

3 Renewable Energy Demonstrations – details of various dates and locations were circulated. 

4 The following documents are in circulation:

· NRCC Signpost
· Norfolk Link 174
· Development Services first newsletter
· Standards Board Bulletin
· Advertising Literature
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009/10
FINANCIAL MATTERS


a      Members were advised that the balance of all accounts at 4th January 

2010 was £13,365.32 with another £1227.58 owed by HMRC for VAT.


b      The following invoice was approved for payment:
i) Mrs M Sawyer - salary & expenses for December 2009 - £516.78  

c
The following Standing Orders & Direct Debits previously approved, were noted: 

i) E.On – footway lights unmetered supply November 2009 - £121.06 per month

ii) MHB Services Ltd – footway lights maintenance contract – January 2010 - £119.74 per month.   It was noted that the increase was due to VAT rate reverting to 17.5% wef 1st January 2010.



d
Budget and Precept for 2010/2011 Financial Year

Councillor D Appleby advised members that the Finance Sub-Committee had met on 16th December 2009 and a Draft Budget had been prepared.  The Clerk confirmed that all Members had received a copy.  Councillor Appleby explained how the Budget and Precept requirement had been decided.    Councillor D Jones explained why it was important to make an allowance to cover a Grant to the Village Hall should it be needed. It was decided to include a sum in the Budget for this purpose to be discussed further if application is made.   After discussion and taking note of the present financial climate and the anticipated balance in hand at 31st March 2010 it was agreed to Precept for £19,500.00, the same as last year.    The Clerk asked Members to agree to move an additional £2000.00 into ‘Restricted’ reserves for a future village centre project.   This was unanimously agreed.
010/10

PLANNING MATTERS 

1 The following Planning Application was Discussed and Determined:

09/02083/F – 40 Spice Chase – construction of dwelling following demolition of existing – Mr D Partridge – Application supported.
2 Proposed Changes to the Planning Scheme of Delegation

The Clerk confirmed that Members’ concerns over the proposed new scheme had been passed to Head of Planning but that no response had been received.

3 Parish Training & Information

It was confirmed that two Members will attend the session at Downham Market on Thursday 21st January 2010.

4 Adopted Local List of Validation Requirements

Correspondence from NCC regarding Government regulations for the validation of planning applications is in circulation.

011/10  
HIGHWAY MATTERS
Council received a report that all matters previously reported have been passed to the appropriate authority.



Sunken Manhole Covers

Councillor A Sapey reported that he had contacted Anglia Water regarding several sunken manhole covers.  He said that repairs had been carried out fairly quickly. However, there are still two on Church Road that need attention.  Both have been reported and will be monitored.

Water Leak

Councillor Sapey reported that he had been informed that the leak under Number 1 Footpath had been inspected by the Water authority a few weeks ago and in their opinion it was not bad enough to do anything about.

Church Road

Following the recent bad weather Church Road has become extremely dangerous with the sides breaking away and falling into the drain.  The Clerk will report again to Highways.

03/10
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012/10

REPORTS
Village Committee

A short report was received.

013/10 
FOOTWAY LIGHTING MATTERS

Outages – None reported.

Part Night Lighting

Correspondence received from NCC showed that lights maintained by them on the Limes Estate would fall within the proposed scheme.   The Chairman advised Members that this was now ‘on hold’ as the Borough Council had raised objections.  There was no further discussion on the matter at this time.
14/10

AGRICULTURAL LAND

The new Lease for the Brickyards land has now been signed and witnessed as required.

Garden Allotment Land

No further progress.  It was reported that a neighbouring parish had land available for letting in small plots.   Future applications will be referred.

15/10
 
CASUAL VACANCY

Members were advised that there had been no request for an election to be held to fill the vacancy.  Consequently posters requesting applications from suitably qualified persons to be considered for co-option had been displayed with a closing date of Wednesday 20th January 2010.  It was agreed to ask applicants to attend for interview at 7.15pm on Monday 1st February 2010.   The Clerk reported that to date two applications had been received.  One from a Tilney-cum-Islington resident received by the Clerk and one from a Tilney St Lawrence resident received by the Chairman.

16/10

CONSULTATION PAPERS



The following Consultation Documents are in circulation:

· King’s Lynn & West Norfolk LDF – Core Strategy.  The consultation period will run from 13th January 2010 to 24th February 2010.

17/10

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

Each Member had previously received a copy of a summary of the Boundary Committee’s Advice to the Secretary of State on unitary government in Norfolk.  Details of an update and  briefing session at King’s Court on 5th January 2010 were circulated.  Attention was drawn to the date – 19th January 2010 – up to which the Secretary of State will receive further representations from interested parties.

18/10

ADOPTION OF A FORMAL COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

Details of a Code of Practice for Local Councils in Handling Complaints have been distributed to each Member to read prior to formal discussion on the matter.

19/10

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, was confirmed as Monday 1st February 2010 commencing at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.    Members will attend at 7.15pm to conduct interviews in closed session.  

There being no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.41pm.

CHAIRMAN






               Dated 1st February 2010

