19/09
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE TILNEY ST LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 6th JULY 2009

097/09
PRESENT Councillors Mr B Ayres (Chairman), Mr D Jones (Vice Chairman), Mr J Day, Mr A Sapey, Mr R Savage, Mr R Whitear, Mrs E Jones, Mr R Jaggers, Mr P Cullen, Mrs C Ayres, Mr C Mills, Mr D Appleby and the Clerk Mrs M Sawyer. One member of the public was present for part of the meeting.
098/09
APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor Mr B Twidle.
099/09
Prior to the start of the Business of the Agenda, the Chairman introduced Mr Peter Morris who works for the King’s Lynn VCA.   Mr Morris apprised members of the work of the VCA and his role within it.    He spoke of the various funding bodies that he has contact with and offered to help voluntary organisations find appropriate sources for their individual projects.


The Chairman thanked him for coming and he left at 7.40pm.

100/09
The meeting commenced at 7.40pm.
101/09
COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA ACCORDING TO THE PARISH COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 2001.

None declared.

102/09
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st June 2009 had previously been distributed to all Councillors. Copies for public perusal were made available at the village post office and on the parish website. They were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.  

103/09
THE CRIME & DISORDER ACT S17 AND OTHER POLICE MATTERS 

A letter from the Village Committee asking if the CCTV had picked up certain activities on the car park was read out.  Councillor D Jones reported that nothing untoward had been seen.  It was agreed to ask the SNT to make sure that the area is checked on a regular basis.

Safer Neighbourhoods and CAG Meetings

Details of future meeting dates were circulated. 
104/09
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE



The following Items were dealt with at the Meeting:
1
Mayoral Visits.      Members were asked if they wished to invite the Mayor to visit the parish.    It was agreed to do so and the Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements for later in the year.

2 Rural Community Network Newsletter.  Members were asked if they wished to receive the newsletter direct by email.    It was agreed to continue as at present with the Clerk forwarding anything of relevant interest to members.

3 Details of the following visits were circulated:

i) Monday 20th July 2009 – NALC Meal with Speakers at Swaffham

ii) Wednesday 29th July 2009 – NALC Coffee Afternoon at Downham Market  

iii) Sunday 13th September 2009 – Discovery Day at the John Innes Centre Norwich. 
105/09
FINANCIAL MATTERS

a     Members were advised that the balance of all accounts on 6th July 2009 was 

       £21,208.69.  Bank Statements were available for inspection.
b     The following amounts were banked since the last meeting:

        i)
HMRC – refund of VAT paid on purchases during 2008/20029 - £435.97


ii)  BCKLWN – to offset expense of displaying posters for County and EU  

     Elections - £6.00
c     The following invoices were approved for payment:

i) CGM – Churchyard maintenance for half year - £638.25

ii) Mrs M Sawyer - salary & expenses for June 2009 - £321.46

d
The following Standing Orders & Direct Debits previously approved, were noted: 

i) E.On – footway lights unmetered supply May 2009 - £121.06 per month

ii) MHB Services Ltd – footway lights maintenance contract – July 2009 - £117.20 per month.

20/09
Minutes 6th July 2009
105/09
FINANCIAL MATTERS
(contd)
e
An invoice from the Village Committee for £1050.00 for Play Area grass cutting was returned for clarification.  

106/09
FINANCIAL STATEMENT & GOVERANCE STATEMENT 

The Governance Statement for the year ending 31st March 2009 was completed and after approval by those present was signed by the Chairman.

107/09
FINANCE COMMITTEE

In order to more fully consider future funding/spending it had previously been suggested to form a small Finance Committee.    Councillor D Appleby agreed to ‘Chair’ the committee and to arrange meetings as and when considered necessary.  Councillors A Sapey and D Jones volunteered to assist him.  

108/09
PLANNING MATTERS 

1 The following Planning Application was dealt with at  the Meeting:

i) 09/01106/F – 14 St Johns Road – alterations to dwelling to form first floor area and replacement roof – Mr D Rayner – no observations made. 

2 The following decisions of the Planning authority on Applications previously dealt with were noted:

i) 09/00677/F – 80 School Road – construction of two storey extension and detached garage block – Mr S Cowson – permission granted.

ii) 09/00619/F – 17 St Johns Road  - siting of caravan – Mr C Mills – permission granted.    The Clerk reported that the letter advising the Planning authority of the Council’s objection to the proposal had not appeared on the Borough Website and it seemed had not been taken into consideration when the application had been determined.  Enquiries to the Planning officer involved had proved inconclusive.

109/09  
HIGHWAY MATTERS
Council received a report that all matters previously reported have been passed to the Highways Department.

The Clerk reported that following a telephone call from the occupier of 137 High Road, Islington asking why she had been singled out when many & trees and hedges along the road were overgrown, she had driven through the village to evaluate the problem.   It had been noted that the offending conifer tree had been well cut back but no other serious problems had been apparent although the hedge at 118 would soon cause a problem if it was not attended to.  A letter to the owner will ask for their attention.

A similar problem at a property on St Johns Road was reported.  Councillor Cullen agreed to speak to the occupier. 

Other Matters to be reported as needed:

· Church Road – not on gritting route.   Norfolk County Council to be asked to include it for next year quoting the adverse camber, bus route and children walking to school.

110/09
REPORTS
Village Committee

A short report was given by the Representative Member.  

111/09
 FOOTWAY LIGHTING MATTERS

· Outages 
None reported.
21/09
Minutes 6th July 2009 

112/09
RESTORATION OF VILLAGE SIGNS
Members were informed that following further unsuccessful attempts by the Clerk to contact Alpha Signs,  Councillor D Jones had tried and been successful.  He reported that over the past few days he had had several conversations with the owner of the company who had made many excuses for failing to complete the order.   Councillor Jones reported that had told the company in no uncertain terms that the posts must be in place by 3rd August 2009.    Quotations for refurbishment of the plinths will be sought for the work to be done ASAP.    Councillor Jaggers mentioned a self-employed builder living in Islington who might do the job.  He will let the Clerk have contact details.  Councillor Jones said that he will keep up the pressure on Alpha Signs.

113/09
AGRICULTURAL/ALLOTMENT LAND

It was reported that land belonging to Goodleys mentioned at the last meeting was not available for use as garden allotment land.   Councillor Savage confirmed that he would be willing to release a small piece of the Brickyards land if it was required.

114/09
TRAINING, CONFERENCES, SEMINARS ETC



Members were advised of the following:

· Local Government Re-organisation Briefing Session – 15th July at King’s Court commencing at 6.30pm.  Councillors Sapey and Mills to attend.
115/09
DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, was confirmed as Monday 7th September 2009 commencing at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

There being no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

CHAIRMAN






               Dated 7th  September 2009

